Sp Sb Pe 
WEL TELE 


“on 


MA ate 


r < 
HONG ALG 


pl eadal 


BA ob iy 


The f 


Seas 


apis 


St 


tdebau | Cane 
i istenasliaisth 
Raa 

aa rena 

Heenan lity 
Mine ea 


zi 3 


te reese 


aver bre 
Sa 


i 
i 


See 


ne 


See 


i) 


| Religion 
yy 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Graduate Theological Union 


https://archive.org/details/b14098519 


PACIFIC SCHOOL OF RELIGION 


Berkeley , California 


Pe Eg 
Ge ws woNGo/ op’ 
fV 
Religion 
%, Se Cd) 


work elay, Me 


i 


. THAR 
a 


‘o¢* 
- 


CO N.T ENT S 


FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS 


The Building of a Curriculum for the Religious Education 
of Adolescents of Senior High School Age 
Flerence Amelia Runnells,AiB. 


Apocalypticism in Buddhism 
Mary Louisa Rhodes,A.B, 


The Use of the New Testament in the Curriculum of 
Religious Education for Early Adolescence, 


Carl Douglass Wells,A.B. 


FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 


The Growth of Individualism Among the Hebrews 
Marion Hiller Dunsmors,M,A,. 


The Search for Truth in India 
Lloyd Louis Lorbeer,M.A, 


* 


a aa. BUILDING OF A QUARIOULIX 
ae SMeLe10Ns. MvcATION OF ADOLESORETS 
a = S2x10R BAGH SonOCL oe 


ae ee etapa SS the 
of Religious Raucation 
7 Paeifio Seheol of Aeligion 

: 7 feo Se Pertial fulfiliment 

BP ys ihe. of the 

-  .1eennivetients for the daegros.of 
= Master a. whee 


© Blorence Auclie Sumelis, 2. 4. 


Mey, i323. — 


THE BUILDING OF A CURRICULUM 
POR THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF ADOLESCENTS 
OF SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL AGE 


A Thesis presented to the 
Department of Religious Education 
Pacific School of Religion 
in partial fulfillment 
of the 
requirements for the degree of 
Master of Arts 


BY 


Florence Amelia Runnells, B. A. 


May, 1923. 


——. raceeyrye ‘ 
be te Wwe Ja “ 


on7 of hat 


ims? 

fofinani= acotint 
motaiish te J 
ser [SL int 


eirt 
26. 99%6h a7? - 
gfTk to 


’ aoe * ®* a - Ty ~~ bed yea et 
BealncorucGA o) sti LR! 


To 
Professor Herbert Francis Evans 
of Pacific School of Religion 
the writer wishes to express 
deep appreciation for his 
scholarly guidance, friendly 
counsel, and constructive 


criticism. 


wt = 


of 


SSayve elones’ Sredt04 scaentors 


\ 


Sid’ ‘tol «acitateoexsye gees 
Vis nedic? 


Hofes ius Virts.onee 


WiToutsencs ie ,A 0819108 


~ _& 
ao Faas 
a = _ 
e se a 
r 7 
i. 
He 
Pe hi 
¥ 4 
7 
7 
> 
=, 
ee) 
PRES « 
tee 7 
oe 7 
Pua 
ca 
PF 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Psychology 
Colvin and Bagley, Human Behavior, 1913. 
Dewey, J., Human Nature and Conduct, 1922. 


Kirkpatrick, EH. A., Fundamentals of Child Study, 
Revised Edition, 1917. 


McDougall, W.F., The Group Mind, 1920. 
Tracy, F., Psychology of Adolescence, 1920. 
Woodworth, R.S., Psychology, 1921. 
Adolescent Needs 

Cabot, H. L., Seven Ages of Childhood, 1921. 

_ Chapter on "The Romantic Age". 
Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, 

Articles on “Adolescence” and "Growth". 
Hall, G. S., Youth, Its Education and Regime, 1912. 
Hartshorne, H., Childhood and Character, 1919. 
King, I., The High School Age, 1914. 
Marks, H. T., The Unfolding of Personality, 1912. 
Moxeey, Me E., Girlhood and Character, 1916. 
Sisson, E. 0., Essentials of Character, 1910. 
Slattery, M., The Girl's Religion. 
Theory and Principles 
Athearn, W. S., Religious Education and American Democracy, 191 
Coe, G. A., A Social Theory of Religious Education, 1917. 
, Education in Religion and Morals, 1904. 

Cope, H. F., Hducation in the Family, 1915. 
Dewey, Je, Reconstruction in Philosophy, 192. 
Ellwood, C. Ae, The Reconstruction of Religion, 1922. 
Follett, M. Je, The New State, 1920. 


igSEOlt is 13 rolsont eee 008; Bas 
7 


Theory and Principles (Continued) 
| Fosdick, H. E., Christianity and Progress, 1922. 
Horne, H. He, Philosophy of Education, 1904. 
N. E. Ae Report, 1917, Moral Values in Secondary Hducation. 


N. EH. Ae Report, 1918, Cardinal Principles of Secondary 
Education. 


Notes from Professor C. EH. Rugh's Course on Moral Education. 


Curriculum 
Athearn, W. S., The Church School, 1914. 
Bailey, A. H., The Use of Art in Religious Education, 1922. 
Betts, G. H., New Program of Religious Education, 1921. 
The Curriculum of Religious Education, 
Dept. of RH. Northwestern University, 
Occasional Papers, Noe 2-6 


Cope, H. F., The Week Day Church School, 1921. 


Hutchins, W. N., Graded Social Service for the Sunday 
School, 1914. 


Pease, C. We, An Outline of a Bible School Curriculum, 1906. 


Vogt, von Ogden, Art and Religion, 1921. 


Methods 
Betts, G. H., How to Teach Religion, 1919. 
Branom, M. E., The Project Method in Education, 1919. 


Galloway, T. W., The Use of Motives in Teaching Morals 
and Religion, 1917. 


Horne, H. H., Jesus, the Master Teacher, 1920. 
MeMurray,,C. Ae, Methods of the Recitation, 1904. 
Peaching by Projects, 1920. 


“GOL .chemwyote jun ytlosttetsdd 7.2 ft delie 
aeuecl ,noivensbe to yiqeselin ..8 a8 cctue 
Ptebsoose mh conlev [ato¥ . "fel ,d1oget .k .E aH - 


e08E To Gelqtontsi fertovel ,AItL proyer .k wa oT 
a MOT Taarshs 


 Lnton Ro- eevee of sank 2 .D 1coteatorT mow? setotl : 


wr foerrero 
oelet , DO cS fiettsr ric {ft € wha ow fr eeoth = 
Pts0nhh anets atlas at tuk to eal ad? 4h .A ,voLhol 


set “yaa itsonss erotetio® to werycets wok 2 «2 ja2ted 


7 
: i m Spotsiiext to sarlvotrud sit . _ 
Sreceemesor .5.= to. teed 
ae 508 ,8teGed Tenctecond 
steer ~Leot ot Nota a. © aoat any a Pes @eqoo 
eae 30% Solves! [etoot feBacl . sh .% , enkcotell 
ep e2l .Looded 
) Lodnot efit a to entitro vb ,.W 40 ,enaek 
e828 {wotyifsH bre ttA .feba0 mov , Su0¥ 7 
a: | shofted. = 
ALCL. oigties dose? o¢ wo ch «& ,stvek 
San eROtIooche Ki POUMSK Poel orl eff , 4H .M shenees = tye ; 


2a 


O gameaeelel nit wesvitel! 35 eal! sat abel By srawollee ~ ‘e 
= ik eTLer qmotehied bra fey 


he, - seStl ,tatose? tatesh oft ,aneol ,.f .k {sete — — 


sbCll ,moltatioe® aif te ehodtel {+h «0. eer 
-- wOBSL .afootorl yd yntneest 


= oe 4 


Tests and Standards 
Buckhnam, J. W., Personality and the Christien Ideal, 1909. 


Chassell, J. 0., Some New Tests -of Religious Hducation, 
R. HE. Magazine, December, 1921, 


Hartshorne, H., Measurement of Growth in Religion, 
R. HE. Magazine, June, 1919. 


Kilpatrick, W. H., A General View and Evaluation 
of Present Methods, R. EH. Magazine, 
June, 1919.6 


Winchester, M., Measuring Growth in Religion, Church 
School Magazine, April, 1923-4 


a _ 
ad ¢ _ onal 
_ 


ma FU rae a ae 4 - TF ss 
abzainsté fae eteeT 


foebbeFrtd ext bas xohfepbevel ..W <5 macht ead 


feu -sualatien te-ntes® wot osc ,.0 -\ ,ffesnsdg 
eESOl  ,tetase® ,onivadeM .= = 


auaiaie GhFqo79 to tremy co eesil ,ad , otodettal 
eWhek ,800% .ofieagel EF of 


_sportaniavs Gre olhY fastens? A 44.5 .V .fofttegiia 
— are gBstiites| «itpess <= 2 
an ‘el ,ora 


mise" Shen tl Aswow ssliiveash ,.k ,teTesciontt 
er SRR. ontfaaaeas [ooring 


a re 
- a 7 , a 
_ ay : 7 
~s . - 7 - en 7 -) a 
=, a... | a 


The Building of a Curriculum for the Religious 


Education of Adolescents of Senior High School Age. 


Introduction. 

The building of a curriculum requires the selection, 
arrangement, and mediation to the pupil of material which 
will meet his present needs and make him adequate to the 
demands of the future by stimulating and directing his 
progressive orderly growth. A curriculum of religious 
education will be constructed with the definite purpose 


of promoting growth according to the Christian ideal, or 


to use Professor Coe's admirable statement, "the aim of 
Christian education becomes this: Growth of the young to- 
ward and into mature and efficient devotion to the democra- 
ey of God and happy self-realization therein." The basis 
for the selection, arrangement, and mediation of material 
will be the most complete possible knowledge of the pupil 
himself, the rythmic periods by which his development pro- 
ceeds, and the peculiar needs which each of these periods 
presents. The facts being ascertained, the material avail- 
able will be evaluated from the standpoint of the service 
it ean render in meeting these particular needs. This 
method refuses recognition to any body of knowledge however 
great its traditional value, unless it can prove its worth 
according to this new basis of judgment. 

This paper seeks to investigate the outstanding char- 


acteristics of the girls and boys of the high school age; 
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to discover, if possible, what they are about, what diffi- 
culties they are facing, what needs are theirs, conscious 
or unconscious. It further aims to find the means of so 
meeting those needs, offering suggestions in the solution 
of their difficulties, and guiding the general direction 
of their lives, as to insure the complete development, 


which ig our ultimate aim. 


Genetic Characteristics of Middle Adolescence. 

To understand the period of middle adolescence and 
What can be done to foster the complete development of 
youth, their past experience, babii sont motives must be 
well known. "The wise builder of human life", says Miss 
Moxcey, "to make his work effective from the start, must 
know what responses are possible to the developing girl. 
To attempt to explain the principles of food values to a 
three year old and leave her thereafter the choice of her 
diet seems a mistake too absurd to be made. We know that 
the formation of right habits of eating depends upon the 
mother to whom the little girl's instinctive response is 
affectionate obedience. But at twelve, when her dominant 
interest is in the reasons for things, many parents make 
an equally woeful mistake in attempting to control her 
life by habitual obedience or sheer parental- authority. 
At sixteen, when her life is a misty dream of romance, the 


stimuli from which she will gain her experience will be 
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different from those of childhood, but the same laws of educa- 
tion will apply at each different stage." By the time the 
high school age is reached, the seething ferment of early 
adolescence has begun to assume some definiteness of form, to 
follow some orderliness of procedure. Physically it is the 
period not of growth but of development and adjustment. The 
muscles are eager for action, the senses keenly alive to 
every stimulus, energy there is in abundance which must be 
turned into safe channels to avoid combustion. Hereditary 
influences are strong, incipient talents need to be encourag~ 
ed and faults nipped in the bud before they set, . to ripen 
into the bitter fruit of uwnlovely character. The sex instinct 
is strong and its influence is felt in every part of the ex- 
panding life; but along with it is growing a power of self 
control which makes for safety. 

The mental life, like the physical, is marked by rest- 
less activity. This is well called the “strain and stress” 
period, since the effort to control and adjust the new and 
compelling forces to the inner demand for unity, taxes all 
the powers of youth. Reason is rapidly developing, as is 
evidenced by the critical attitude youth assumes toward 
everything. Imagination is vivid, highly colored by romance 
and in comparison with his world of dreams the every-day one 
of reality geems a sorry affair indeed. His independence 
asserts itself in thought as in deed, and he utters his 


judgments with an absolute assurance of their worth. Of course 


1. Girlhood and Character, p. 269. 
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he lacks balance, but only by standing on his own feet and 
walking will he gain equilibrium. Memory ceases to be verbal 
and becomes logical,requiring new conditions for its adequate 
functioning. 

The whole nature of the youth is flooded by emotions, 
new, incomprehensible, and intense. It is in the control and 
direction of these they he most needs help. His enthusiasm 
runs high, his admirations are strong, altruistic idealism is 
dominant, and all of these need to be preserved, guarded, 
utilized in the motivation of his life. The world needs this 
eternal spirit of youth carried on into maturity to insure the 
right solution of its problems. The emotional capacity leads 
to the formation of sentiments and attitudes which must not be 
left to chance but trained and directed if moral character 
is to result. The plasticity which this emotional responsive- 
ness insures makes youth especially amenable to every influence. 
Under what influences then shall their life purposes be formed? 
At thie period social relationships are the most important 
factor in the youth's experience. He has come to recognize 
himself as a self among other selves. The sex attraction is 
strong and friendships formed during these years, though not 
usually permanent, are lasting in their influence. Youth 
seeks membership in purposive, gelf-directing groups in which 
self-realization and self-expression are possible. Altruism 
is steadily increasing, though of an ideal rather than a prac- 


tical type,--an idealism absolute in its demands. 
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Morally this is the period of most complete assertion of 
independence,of the least patience with restraint. The increased 
self-guidance must be accompanied by a deeper sense of responsi- 
bility to give safety. We find two extremes among youth of this 
period, on the one hand a fine respect for institutions, law and 
order, and on the other an extreme lawlessness shown in waves of 
crime. Youth seeks absolute standards to which everything is 
subjected and in the adjustment of real to ideal, in the evalua- 
tion of the actual, much disillusionment and heartache occurs. 
To discover himself a part of the process by which the perfection 
he longs for is to be achieved, to learn to throw all his energy 
into the working out of his ideals,will help him to avoid crises 
and will promote growth. The youth's attitude in religion is one 
of inquiry, as in everything else. Rightly directed his rational 
thinking will deepen his consciousness of God, but through the 
warmth of his feeling will he find his surest approach to Infinite 
Love. Worship becomes for him now especially meaningful, the long- 
ing for personal fellowship leads to a satisfaction in communion 
with God. Iiusic, poetry, art, the use of ritual, are helpful to 
the emotional soul of youth. That soul is supersensitive and 
permanent injuries may be inflicted by touching the wings of the 
fledgling before he ig ready to fly. His development must not be 
forced but allowed to proceed normally in a helpful environment. 
This is usually the most favorable time for securing the allegi- 
ence of the youth to Christ and his union with other Christians 
in their visible fellowship, the Church. To surround him with 
influences which shall make this choice and conduct natural,free, 


and inevitable is the desire of religious education. 
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Outstanding Needs of the Period. 

| A study of genetic psychology and daily personal con- 
tacts with high school girls and boys, reveal three outstand- 
ing tasks with which the youth of this period are busy. First, 
they are achieving a self-organization; second, they are hav- 
ing the horizon pushed back in all directions, finding them- 
selves in a steadily enlarging world which they are trying to 
understand; and third, they are finding necessary the adjust- 
ment of themselves as persons in a world of other like persons. 
Gradually during the dozen years of childhood, youth has de- 
veloped characteristic ways of responding to environment. These 
consist of native tendencies and modes of responding to externel 
stimuli, crystallized into habits. Slowly, unconsciously, from 
objective interests and contacts with people, the individual 
self has been evolving. Obedience was the primal virtue of 
childhood days, and when inner control rather than external 
authority becomes the governing principle, when youth becomes 
congcious of himself and asserts his freedom, it is fortunate 
that there develops also a feeling of dependence on and duty 
to a common society. 

Cheracter is determined by the personal organization of 
its several elements. These may be grouped under three heads -- 
powers, including both native tendencies and acquisitions; good 
judgment, with choice as its pivotal point; and good will, by 
which is meant the willing of the common good. Character is 
essentially dynamic; without power no development is possible. 
The native tendencies are the cosmic roots which make the flower- 


ing of personality a natural process. Some of the acquisitions 
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which determine the character organization in a marked degree 
are the dispositions, tastes, habits, ideas, and ideals which 
are the stock in trade of the youth when he begins to do busi- 
ness for himself and to revalue and relist all the accumulations 
of his previous experience. The central thing in character ig 
choice. "In choosing how to act the total of internal desires, 
of instincts, of knowledge or habits, of ideals are balanced 
and the personality expresses itself by deciding what to aon 
Education in the making of right individual choices and so 
establishing the habit of right choosing is the objective in 
moral and religious training. This comes only by practice and 
the earlier the youth can be given the opportunity to choose and 
to take the consequences of his choice the better. Much harm 
has been done by shielding a girl or boy, accustoming him to 
dependence, giving him no chance to test his judgment or to 
learn to value advice based on mature experience, wntil res- 
ponsibility is suddenly upon him. The last element of character, 
good will, fixes its moral quality. Regardless of errors of 
judgment or inadequate powers, a person's goodness depends 
rather on hig willing to do right than on the results of his action 
which may be determined by forces beyond his control. 

Adolescence is then confronted with the task of self- 
organization. What factors will contribute to tiie production 
of worthy personal character? Because of the plasticity of 
adolescence, efanbes in habits, tastes, disposition are readily 
made; new sentiments, attitudes, and ideals are easily created. 
By helping the youth to find a worthy center for his organization, 


the most vital service can be rendered. According to Miss 


1. Galloway, Use of Motives in Teaching Morals and Religion, pe. 43. 
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Slattery, "The part of the educator is so to direct affairs that 
the girl shall neither fail to find a center for her self- 
organization, nor find it in the incomplete self of another or 
of her own childhood, but in the unique plan of God for her 
unique self, patterned after the universal example of Jesus 
Christ." ‘The importance of this choice for the whole life 
cannot be overestimated. However, the final organization of 
character depends on motives. In shaping the purposes which 
control action character is formed. Only by an active exercise 
of good will, by learning and working in accordance with God's 
will, can the self come through its own consciousness, its own 
direction, and its own expression to full personality. 

The development of selfhood is the first step in personal 
growth. The self develops through reacting to environment. 
Therefore the youth faces the problem of trying to understand 
the world in which he finds himself. The environment of the 
child is limited by the physical, intellectual, economic, moral, 
and spiritual factors in his home life. As soon as he goes to 
school and takes his place in other social groups, his opportun- 

ity for knowledge of his environment and for control of it in-~ 
creases. When adolescence comes, the individual finds himself 
in an enlarged complex world, known through his own experience 
and through the teaching of others. This 'he is courageously 
trying to understand. His quickened sensibilities and deepened 
emotions prepare him to respond sympathetically to the appeals of 
nature, of art, and of persons. His characteristic attitude 
toward these as discriminating, appreciative, critical, or 


“hostile, will determine the inner quality of his life. Widening 


1. The Girl'd Religion, p. 
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activities furnish him with new situations taxing all his 
powers. Other people become the most Capantent factor in his 
environment. He tries to think for himself, to form judgments, 
to fix values, to set up standards -- in other words to re- 
create his world. Many things are confusing to the youth, he 
needs friendship and guidance. No fixed, static view of the 
universe can prove satisfactory. He must recognize it ag a 
process of which he is a part, must see that the creation of 
the world of which he dreams depends on the efforts of himself 
and others like him. His impulses must be utilized as motives 
fr conduct, his conduct be governed by intelligence, and hig 
intelligence used to further conscious purposes. 50 shall his 
insistent demand for unity find satisfaction, not only in his 
own self-organization but in the interpretation of that larger 
world which growing experience is making more and more a part 
of himself. 

At this period youth is vividly conscious of personal 


relationshiy. The world consists not of sticks and stones and 


lifeless things but of other throbbing personalities like him- 
self. Some sort of adjustment between himself and this per- 


sonal universe is necessary. On what basis must it be made? 
Most fundamental ig a consciousness of God permeating every 
phase of his life experience. In nature he may read the story 
of God's power, order, beauty, benevolence slowly working out 
His purposes through the long years. In the life of man he may 
gee a yet higher revelation, for here God shows Himself as 


intelligent, moral, loving. Still the imperfection of man 


raises doubts of his trustworthy witnessing and the personality 
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of Jesus Christ, humanity transfigured, adds complete fulfillment 
to the universal testimony that God is the one Supreme, Perfect 
Person. Only the adjustment of each individual to God's purpose 
for all can give complete personal satisfaction. 

This satisfaction is also the most complete self- 


realization. Only as one understands and obeys the inner law of 


his own being can real freedom be found. The obedience of early 


years was merely a means to an end gelf-control. Such control 


involves not only the organization of the gelf but the willing 
allegience of those organized powers to a worthy cause. This 
cause must be personal. By securing the loyalty of the youth 
to God, definite direction is given to all his progressive 
improvement. Having linked his developing self firmly to that 
dynamic personality, Jesus Christ, and having determined upon 
@ life in accordance with His ideals and purposes, the adjust- 
ment of the gelf in the social organism becomes a natural one. 
A deeper sense of group cohesion and unity is at once felt. It 
becomes the duty of each member of a group to put forth his 
utmost endeavor to help accomplish its common purposes. The 
common purpose to which every group of real social value makes 
its contribution is seen to be the creation of the Ideal Society 


which Jesus called the Kingdom of God. 


Principle of Curriculum Building. 

Before suggesting materials and methods to meet the 
special needs we have been studying, it will be wise to review 
the principles which underlie the building of such a curriculum as 
we propose. The first is a definite realization and statement 


of purposes ultimate, intermediate, and immediate. The ultimate 


purpose is that of all religious education. The intermediate 
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is the teacher's purpose to use every factor of the self and of 
the present environment, peculiar to this period of youth, whieh 
will contribute to the ultimate aim. The immediate purpose 
exists in the mind of the pupils who set themselves a tagk to 
be performed, a problem to be solved. The choice of materials 
to serve these purposes will be conditioned by the environment, 
past, present and future, of the pupil or group of pupils for 
whose use it is planned. Experience is the only educator and to 
profit by the experience of others there must be a common basis 
of mutuality. This fact is too little regarded in the arrange- 
ment of identical courses of study for youth whose backgrowds 
and present social environments are entirely different. The 
present problems and interests offer the only opportunity for 
instruction, but the teacher,with hig fuller knowledge of the 
situations and obligations impending, will make double use of 
the present -- to learn its wnique lesson and to develop the 
power needed to meet the demands of the future. "Getting from 
the present the degree and kind of growth there is in it, is 
education," Says Professor Dewey. For the pupil who unites 
in himself the past through his remembered experiences, the 
present through his outgoing energy, and the future through 
his self-conscious purposes, we wish to select material of 
deepest educational significance. According to what laws shall 
that selection be made? 

Existing material consists of three types, informational, 
emotional, expressional. For the adolescent youth his informa- 
tion is of most use in giving him a basis for choice. However 
well trained his powers of discrimination and judgment, unless 


they rest on a foundation of accurate knowledge, the results 


1. Reconstruction in fhilosophy, ppe 184-5. 
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are untrustworthy. Once youth realizes that knowledge is the 
royal road to service and achievement, their abounding energy 
will be lent to its attainment. To seek information as an end 
in itself is futile, as clear-eyed youth sees, but knowledge 
which bears fruit in right living is worthy of their best ef- 
forts. To know does not necessarily mean to do. To transmute 
knowledge into power the emotions must lend their aid. As we 
have already seen, this period of youth is one of intense 
emotional awareness. Tuned to the highest pitch, the whole 
nature vibrates at a light touch and the sensitive instrument 
may be used to produce heavenly melodies or harshest discords. 
The kind of music which the live will make is determined now. 
Attitudes, sentiments, purposes -- these depend on the habitual 
emotional responses which the whole self makes to the forces 
which play upon it. The harp of life must not be left to the 
vagaries of every passing wind but under the skillful hand of 
the artist allowed to contribute its clear tones to the univer- 
gal symphony. The choice of means for developing right atti- 
tudes, worthy sentiments, high ideals, is clearly imperative 
if the curriculum is to prove effective. To know, to feel, to 
do is the educational trinity which any adequate curriculum 
must recognize. Unless opportunity is given for practice in 
choosing, knowledge is powerless and feeling degenerates into 
mere sentimentality. The curriculum must therefore include 
situations and problems which not only require accurate know- 
ledge and right motives for their solution but give practice 
in the actual making of choices, in the exercise of good judg- 


ment, in the fimctioning of active good will. 
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The principle governing the method to be used with a 
group of adolescents is readily seen from what has already 
been said. It must be one of experimentation within the 
group. Choices must be made individually and collectively, 
again and again. The factors entering into choice must be 
analyzed and the importance of each part of the process seen. 
Then the results of the choice must be regarded, the values 
harvested from both mistakes and achievements. Right rela- 
tions can be developed only by personal contacts within the 
group and the interlinking of one group with another through 
mutual participation. In the give and take of life together, 
attitudes are developed which enter into the warp and woof of 


character. Ideals and purposes must not be mere visions but 


must find concrete expression, their truth and beauty tested 
by the laboratory method. As experience grows, and interest 


and sympathy expand, the youth's understanding of and devotion 


to the Kingdom of God must keep pace with his developing 
personality. 


One further principle must be admitted as essential if 
a curriculum is to be built adequate to the needs of youth. 
It must be plastic, modifiable to the demands of changing 
conditions. The experience on which all teaching must be based 
will be radically different for girls and boys in an urban and 
in a rural community. The size of the group will condition 
the method and to some extent the material of most service. 
Then girls and boys, while sharing many characteristics of the 
period, have diversity of interests, ambitions, and purposes. 


The social environment is another factor which needs to be 
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ponsidered. "Most of the entrenched wrongs of society thrive 
by virtue of specific social experiences of the young."these 
social experiences must be carefully taken into account ,modi- 
fied, and interpreted that youth may grow and not be stunted 
because of them. 

Crystallization is diametrically opposed to growth. The 
only way to avoid crystallization is constantly to keep the 
curriculum subject to tests. These tests may take the form 


of criticism and constructive suggestions from the pupils them- 
selves. They may be sought in the judgment of parents, teachers 


and associates as to the results in daily conduct. They may be 
found in forms of group activity springing from its use and 
most clearly of all in the deepening of the bonds of fellowship 


within the group, the carrying of its spirit into other social 


relationships. 


We are then faced by the task of gathering from every 
source material which the experience of the race has proved to 


be of value in meeting those compelling demands which are ab- 
sorbing the time and energy of youth at this critical time in 


their development. 


Sources of Sugeestive Curriculum Material. 
The Bible is the great source book of religious truth; 


its value in interpreting the race's experience of God is im- 
measurable. The place it will occupy and the parts of it 
selected for use” in a curriculum built on the principles just 


enunciated, will depend, like that of all other material on 


its ability to further our purpose, its contribution to the 


1. Article on Growth; Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. 
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special needs of our girls and boys. Viewed from this standpoint, 
much that is at present emphasized will become insienificant, but 
there is a rich and varied source of supply, as yet hardly tapped, 
from which streams of living water will flow to refresh and in- 
vigorate, once the right connection ig made. The youth is deeply 
concerned with his new-found selfhood, introspection is at this 
point dangerous; therefore, turn his attention to the great per- 
sonalities of the Bible. Let him struggle with David to develop 
into a man after God's own heart; let him enter sympathetically 
into his successes and failures, find in nature, in music, in 
friendship, sources of strength as David did, and see wherein 
lay the secret of his greatness, and the youth is strengthened 
through these vicarious experiences for his own task of reor- 
ganization. The significance of events in the lives of indivi- 
duals and of a nation, brought clearly before the pupils that 
they may see the results of choices made, the elements entering 
into them, the desires and purposes which controlled them, may 
be of great value in helping them reach decisions of their owm 
in the light of the larger meanings involved. Again, the sense 
of perspective gained by watching the march of history through 
long periods, the progress made under the competent leadership 
of men striving to know God and live in accordance with their 
understanding of His will -- these aspects of Biblical history 
give confidence and assurance in the ultimate working out of 
God's purposes and offer a tremendous challenge to youth to ally 


themselves with His cause. 
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Most important of all, however, the compelling personality 


of Jesus Christ should be brought vitally intouch with the girls 
and boys, struggling to free their wings from the enfolding 
erysallis, to prove by their power of flight their heaven-born 
origin. To help them really to know Jesus Christ is the highest 
service we can render. This cannot be accomplished by learning 
facts about him, or accepting any dogma concerning him, but by 
Sympathetically entering into the spirit and purpose of his life 
as he spent it in the ordinary surroundings that were his, 
glorifying them by the radiance of his personality. The vivid 
imagination, emotional responsiveness, personal loyalty of youth 
all make them ready to respond wholeheartedly to the appeal of 
the Master. The danger lies in presenting this wondrous person- 
ality as so much dessicated factual information, which has not 


even freshness to recommend it, since the same details have been 


offered to them in weekly fragments from their quarterlies since 
reading days began. To appreciate and enter into the life of 
Jesus they must in a measure recreate it, interpret it anew for 
themselves. Let them seek first-hand sources of information, 
compare the gospel accounts, study the historical background, 
estimate the gigantic task which he assumed, and follow the ways 
by which he strove to bring his marvellous vision of a Kingdom 
of God on earth to realization. The faith in men which made 


him leave the completion of his great mission to those who should 


cateh his vision and wiite with him in working it out will inspire 


the dauntless spirit of youth to give its allegiance to this 


matchless leader. 


Meeing akiffeuwrs: off .zstewed ,fla te tcedsogmt dag 


ats fest ak wl letty ed iloote Teta ereok 


i eC aut archer» ber of apt taaoree ~ Bod br 


— 


r Speroters vn: ~t 5/2 ‘ 7." 4 i te si i & €e oy Ee: 1 of ,etilasgx s 


= 
= I 


Peerint Se BE teliif aveat weak ot cont melt qfent of .atybag 


ey aa f Te bode - CRS ¢ on ot Or sts af rr s e2 BAST FSG ow poltries 
i - - 


x : : : 
A ard afore Siteiesit7o Beret: 1 asivgescss tO ,2IG svoda etoat 


EE wis to RAVES Sha Fiiigs cy o¢Gs Bled ne vilselveiteguye 


ie a Qeshanosiey sisi fo seneiées sit yd mend nakyticois 


meee, Ieioeieg .Sterzeviasccre: Lanol tome otvextneak. 


me eae of Yidstinedsiormwy basyrex of thaet mend sian rte 


S aherbaor efit aeivmess t= nt sell isqne5 ec? .tetsall eave 

b Rad sof els ,o liane: Pea 1D. SeJen/2ae5 Horm os aa etile 
vi 7: - » - 7 <r 069 Pc. od ‘ - f — i dees 2 

weeSl 82Gb Grins slo s : £ UFA Steere ' enenigert revs 


eriaae tient mort strermeaxt y!teew at mend o? paertatta 


[Ga 6 ahave’ 8¥abh gaihaes 
; er TAT, ps ee" ¥ oT 


o* m4 <« hee 


oo 
é 


“fi Jeu yoens espa" 
Sareea: I6 Pastins bxad-toy? ‘2S Sec? 202  ,gevlemmed? 


Peameand. festuotaiit 


= 


7 


aci= S ,¢vMicova Legeog ant eLagmon 


a » - 

woifst ais ip A Cemeil SA as ‘St os0e Pup 3 $5 
=e - 7 

moe ROLSit frollerian etx ache 


Piste det AL Aifet ot Oftawitass oc. ; 


“ PS Lan 7&8 e3 evesl ‘mia : 


_— —— y 
it SO.aiv Bid sgtas 


BS 

Then the Kingdom of God should be studied as the great 
Christian Project on which men have been at work with various 
degrees of success since the time of Jesus. To try to get the 
first principles involved from the life and teaching of Jesus 
himself; to see the work of Paul as his attempt to help forward 
the great mission; to recognize the strength and weakness of 
the Church in its struggle to be true to the founder of its 
faith; from the heritage of the past and the challenge of the 
present, to reach some conclusions in regard to their attitude 
toward present-day problems -- these are some of the subdivi- 
gions of this Great Christian Project. Youth cannot settle 


the world problems but they can be helped to see them in proper 


perspective, their relation to the progress of the Kingdom of 
God, and the privilege and responsibility in regard to them 
which they must prepare to meet intelligently, purposefully, 
devotedly. 

The development of this sort of a curriculum, based on 
the use of original sources, worked out in a sense by the 
pupils themselves under expert guidance, offers difficulties 
and demands time and effort beyond that required in reading 
over a lesson in a quarterly on the trolley en route to the 
classroom. Since the old materials and methods are not satis- 
fying the girls and poys, is it not worth while to make the 
experiment of letting them exercise their developing power of 
choice, judgment, imagination, and expression in rediscovering 
Christianity for themselves and adapting it to their needs? 

In this task they need guidance but to it they bring all the 
warmth of youthful ideals and enthusiasms, may we not supply 


them with materials and patterns and trust them to build 


worthily? 
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Extra-Biblical material there is in abundance, admirably 
adapted to the religious education of the youth of this period, 
and it should be drawn upon much more generally than is done at 
present. History and biography in general offer the same oppor- 
tunities already suggested in connection with Biblical study, 
but because closer in time, conditions, and sympathy, the con- 
tacts with modern personalities and the history they influenced 
are often very fruitful. Some suggestive topics are:--'Men in 
the making", in which an effort is made to discover the secret 
springs from which men of real worth and achievement have drawn; 
"Great Friendships", with its rich opportunity to direct the 
emotional responsiveness of youth into worthy channels, to in- 
spirt them to fine and lasting relationships on a basis of real 
value; "The Secret of Successful Leadership", leading to a dis- 
covery for themselves of the necessity of establishing standerds 
by which success may be judged and estimates of the character, 
the deeper experiences, and the alliance with the forces of 
righteousness which dominated the men whom they delight to honor. 
In their outlook on the world, they must be helped to interpret 
rightly, and to this end use can be made of the evaluation and 
interpretation of historical crises, the study of the rise and 
fall of nations and the relation of their outward success to 
their uprightness and integrity. The causes of war throughout 
history deserve careful attention, if our youth are to be sway- 
ead, not by the headlines of the yellow journal nor by the m- 


natural emotions evoked by the sensational movie, but by faith 


in mankind and the principle of brotherhood which is essential 
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to the coming of the Kingdom. But we shall be failing as 
religious educators, if running like a golden thread through 
all this material, the youth does not discover the deep love 
of God for His children, the steady onward march of His pur- 
poses, and the privilege of being co-workers with Him in 
establishing His reign on earth. Helpful in securing such a 
conception is a study of the religions of the world -- mere 
sketches, of course, Since any philosophic understanding is 
beyond them, but sufficient to get some realization of the 
infinite love of God revealing itself through many men in 
many ways before the time was ripe for that love to become in- 
carnate in the person of Jesus Christ. That God has never 
left Himself without a witness and that theirs is the task of 
earrying on the work but just begun are thoughts to challenge 
their utmost endeavor. | 

The material thus far suggested has been primarily of 
an informational type but we have seen that the emotional 
nature of youth is so intense at this time that the develop- 
ment of sentiments, the creation of right attitudes, and the 
direction of the imagination and enthusiasm toward the forma- 
tion of high ideals and purposes is of special educational 
significance. The capacity for sentiment carries plasticity 
and the youth can be influenced through his appreciations, his 
admirations, his altruistic idealism to form habitual atti- 
tudes which will predominate through life. It ig one of our 
most effective services to teach the youth to admire wisely and 
go to live truly. In view of this fact, what material can we 


present which will enlist all the desires and impulses in the 
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formation of high and worthy motives? Nature and science are 
unworked mines of precious ore which need only the right 
touch to offer up their golden treasure. Drawn to an apprecia- 
tion of real beauty in nature, art, character, youth gains 
therefrom a means of discrimination, an inner sense of values 
and standards which will keep him fine and clean and true amid 
various temptations. Here again caution is urged against try- 
ing to force the admiration of the adolescent. Present beauty 
in various forms, offer contrasts, invite criticism, suggest 
comparisons and let the pupils make their own selections, ex- 
hibit all possible individual preferences. At the same time 
insure the steady growth of real appreciations and enthusiasms 
by the use of carefully selected material. 

Biology and geology present to the religious educator 
ea fine opportunity to take the pupils into God's great work- 
shop; to see there His infinite patience, carefulness as to 
details, steadiness of purpose. If the processes of nature 
can be so viewed, the adolescent will be spared much agony of 
mind in making adjustments later. The sacredness of life, its 
mysteries and responsibilities, need to be brought to the youth 
with all the skill, tact, sense of beauty, reverence, love, at 
the command of the teacher. The facts which they need to know 
are in the possession of most girls and boys by the time they 
reach the high sehool, but often they have been so distorted 
in the telling and interpreting as to endanger the whole life. 
The importance of lifting the mystery of creation into its 


true God-likeness, and of attaching to the personality of each 
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individual the sacredness and unique worth which it has in the 
sight of God, should give it a place in the curriculum of 
religious education. Many a youth has found his way to fellow- 
ship with God through an inner consciousness of Him gained by 
communion with nature. So a series of studies of God's mess- 
engers in which the stars, flowers, birds, the children of men, 
and finally Jesus Christ shall be set forth as revelations of 
God to us, may prove of great help to a particular group. 

It is only necessary to suggest the abundant resources 
offered by the arts. Music, books, drama and pageantry, 
pictures, sculpture, and architecture are all rich treasuries. 
The appeal of these to youth is direct and immediate. You do 
not need to urge him to read, he will do that omnivorously, 
and music of a sort he will certainly have. What we do need 
to do is to train his taste; to introduce him to the world's 
renowned who seem to have been able to carry to a fuller 
realization than most of us succeed in doing, the impulse’ that 
throb in the breast of every live adolescent; and to help him 
to live so continuously in the presence of the true, the 
beautiful, and the good, that those qualities shall be in- 
wrought in Wie iédars and purposes. Can you not picture a 
group deeply absorbed in making a collection of famous old 
hymns, learning something of their composers and the circum- 
stances under which they were written, important crises in 
which the singing of them has played a part, and best of all, 
entering into an appreciation of their power and beauty in 


words and music till they become a part of the individual and 
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group life? Poetry is the birthright of youth. By its 
power youth find their ready entrance into the realm of the 
spirit. To guide youth to discover themselves in and express 
themselves through literature, music and art, this is one 
part of our task. Reports on books read, discussion of situa- 
tions involved, analysis of characters, appreciation of des- 
criptions, evaluation of the purpose and achievement of the 
book =-- all these may be made a matter of class consideration. 
The Bible, too, when seen in the variety and beauty of its many 
literary forms, will assume greater value because in beauty 
Clade So shall the thirst for romance, the insatiable love of 
adventure, the demand for perfection, and the quest for the 
ideal, which dwell forever in the heart of youth, find satis- 
faction, and gain,from contact with the great souls of all 
ages, the power to construct their ow lives beautifully and 
worthily. 

We have said that the understanding of his enlarging 
world is engrossing the attention and energies of the young 
adolescent. How can our curriculum offer assistance at this 
point? He is attempting to interpret his past experience and 
is sorting over his accumulated teachings, experiences, rela- 
tionships, to discard whatever is not vital, true, and lasting. 
Out of what remains he will construct his world. What ig 
going into the crucible--social institutions, relations, 
experiments? Then gather all the available information and 
offer it frankly and humbly for his consideration. Let him 
consider carefully his place in the home, school, club, church; 
let him study and evaluate the church of the past, present, and 


future. Offer him every help in the decision as to a vocation 
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which he is facing, make clear its importance from the 
standpoint of the kind of life he will live, the associa- 
tions he will form, the service he can render, and the 
self-realization possible. Then as he looks backward 
and forward, help him to recognize the richness of his 
heritage in all its aspects, the responsibility it in- 
volves for passing on the torch, its flame unspent, and 
he will discover ways in which he can make his contribu- 
tion to the accumulated spiritual treasures of the ages. 

In order to enlist the loyalty of youth in behalf 
of the Church's constructive program, we must be sure 
that we clearly understand it ourselves and are whole- 
heartedly engaged in carrying it out. First, there must 
be a thoughtful re-statement of Jesus' ideal of the King- 
dom of God in its application to modern conditions. Then, 
the present church organization should be studied at 
first-hand and reported on by the class; its strength 
and weakness pointed out and suggestions invited. The 
extension of the Kingdom, in compliance with the commands 
of Jesus through a missionary program and through all the 
agencies for social welfare, should be investigated and 
their need, value, and efficiency discussed. Christian 
patriotism, as one aspect of the functioning of the spirit 
of Jesus in the social organism with its inevitable widen- 
ing into an ixnfternational fellowship, once the real 
meaning. of human brotherhood is realized, cannot be taught 
but must be wrought into the lives of youth through their 
earnest seeking to express it in all their concrete rela- 


tionships. “Until we begin to acquire the habit of a 
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social life", says Miss Follett, "no theory of a social 
life will do us any good. I learn my duty to my friends 
not by reading essays on friendship, but by living my 
life with my friends and learning by experience the ob- 
ligations friendship demands. Just so must I learn my 
relation to society by coming into contact with a wide 
range of experiences of people, by cultivating and deep- 
ening my sympathy and whole wderstanding of lite". 
This is inevitably true concerning the relation of the 
youth to the church and its program. No amount of teach- 
ing about it can compensate for the loss of a real fellow- 
ship within it, of sharing in its tasks, and having a 
place in its organization. Too often the youth learns to 
think and speak of the church instead of my church, and 


there is a vast difference. 


Co-ordination of the Programs of Existing Agencies. 


As religion is "neither apart from life nor a part 
of life but life at its highest and best", religious educa- 
tion will try to utilize and co-ordinate the efforts of all 
agencies that are helping yomg life to function at the 
highest possible level. Duplication is to be deplored 


and the task of the religious educator is such that he 


will welcome gladly and humbly contributions from every 
source which can further his aim -- to motivate the lives 


of the girls and boys by Christian sentiments, ideals, and 


1. The New State, pp. 192-3. 
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purposes. The home is not only the primary social unit but 
the fundamental institution for the purpose of religious 
education. To enlist the interest, sympathy, and co- 
operation of the home in the furtherance of any comprehensive 
program will be seen as vastly important. The fact remains, 
however, that a great number of girls and boys are hostile 

to home influences and control at this period, partly because 


of the authority it seeks to exert, and partly because its 


standards and life are being tested like everything else 
and the values are not yet completely apparent. The youth 
looks to his own judgment reinforced by that of those whom 
he admires outside the family circle. Under normal condi- 
tions, he will resume his place in it with renewed apprecia- 
tion and loyalty, but for the time being, outside agencies 
and relationships must supplement the work of the home even 
when its influence is most favorable. Phillips Brookgs' 
mother, between whom and her boy the bond of spiritual 
kinship was always very close, explains the situation thus: 
"There ie an age when it is not well to follow or question 
your boy too closely. Up to that time you may carefully 
instruct and direct him; you are his best friend; he is 
never happy wnless the story of the day has been told; you 
must hear about his friends, his school; all that interests 
him must be your interest. Suddenly these confidences 
cease; the affectionate son becomes reserved and silent, 

he seeks the intimate friendship of other lads, he goes out, 
he is averse to telling where he is going or how long he 


Will be gone. He comes in and goes silently to his roome 
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All this is a startling change to his mother, but it is 
also her opportunity to practice wisdom by loving, and pray~ 
ing for, and absolutely trusting her sone The faithful in- 
struction and careful reid desiue his early years the 
gon can never forget; that is impossible. Therefore trust 
not only your heavenly Father but your sone The period of 
which I speak seems to me to be one in which the boy dies and 
the man is born; his individuality rises up before him, and 
he is dazed and almost overwhelmed by his first conscious- 
ness of himself. I have always believed that it was then 
that the Creator was speaking with my sons, and that it was 
sood for their souls to be left alone with Him, while I, 
their mother, stood trembling, praying, and waiting, know- 
ing that when the man was developed from the boy I shoula 
have my sons again, and that there would be a.deeper 
sympathy than ever between ug." 
We turn then to a consideration of the programs of 
the other agencies striving to meet the needs of youth at 
this period, in an effort to find how the information, in- 
terests, and activities which they contribute may be 
utilized in a curriculum of religious education. First 
and most important of these is the public school. The 
cardinel principles of secondary education as stated in 
Bulletin No. 35 of the Department of the Interior, Bureau 
of a ec niene os 1918, are of deep significance for our 
purpose. The seven objectives of education formulated 


therein are as follows: health, command of fundamental 


1. Life if Phillips Brooks by A.G.V. Allen, pe 382. 


— 7v 6 


BS dP sid (tories “is ot eqnacds griftiase 2 st nist ik 
bes Natrol yf asheiv seitoaig of Uttantroqge ged osis — 
ant butts: S0F aoe ted gsitewit yLetuloadn Ban ,19T Bee 
watt Gisoy Ylins ein neta gatatet? Iutetas bas cottessts 
deurt atoterent wtétecoant at tad? ;tegtot t0vea nee age 
Betsey ee? snoz toy ted zecitet yinevsed is0y yhao. Jos 
7oe ad? otity «ct exo of of om of ameeen Aoege I. Asidy 
merges cu seutt qiiferStvipnt ati: ;ared eb sem ed? 
: ai eeusit oti vi Horiatwievo tromfe buna besad at ad 
Bau 7i faci? bovetfed syawin coved 1 -Moamtd/te seer 
[aod One .onon ys dtiw arbiasge asw totaetO ext toad? 
oie gare gin creia * of a ot afcoe tisdt tot bags 
at canttben baie ,xaiyeacc <astidmert honte ,tecton «ied? 
Reed of% most Seqoisres wav nen oft nodw tad? gat 


teqesh aed Alvow stent fans ise ,otege eode vor ered 
r 


; “",ao teewved tove nad? yditedmee 
te ‘gmarger7 Oy IO Notietehicnic a ct meat mgt ef 
ts Be aaeee. Fo Shern ait taom of gniviste vetonens sede eft 


ib pMONTAerso%s* edd woo Satt ct drotte m x) ,Soited side 
-— 


tents e@Oitacube srolatis: to exsliolucws ge mt bontiten 

sat akeoden siidec edt at eceut to tretzoumt trom Bas 
Betste us roltsonde ctabaoree to ac (qioning Cemkitas ma 
% RORee zeltetel adt to txemtiaqed odf Ro 28 om atteLiog 
es. 0% oonacitingtn qoos to exe , 819 at Molt aeu be, to 
7 | Petafnwts® oottvenche te sovitogtde faves orf. osoqung 


as Aetnemabis? to Sreerroo ,Atised sewoffot ca vse sesalin = 
- bl . [ 


66 Set efrdiataco yedt ntve acitivites 5ne ,ateore? 


a 

processes, worthy home membership, vocation, civic 
education, worthy use of leisure, ethical character. 
With all these objectives the religiouc educator is in 
hearty accord, but he goes farther in regarding religious 
education as a spiritual process through which the youth 
discovers himself as a personal cause and learns, by 
accepting the ideals of others and responding to social 
standards, to create for himself the ideals which shall 
motivate the School's whole splendid program. The sub-= 
ject matter presented in the public school curriculum 
offers opportunity for cross references, and the emphasis 
of the religious educator will be on the interpretation of 
the factual information of his unified experience. This 
leads to a recognition and evaluation of motives to be 
found in the realm of religious ideals. The emotional 
experience of youth needs conditioning and directing and 
uplifting in a far more thoroughgoing fashion than the 
public school is able to do. At this point religious 
education has its greatest opportunity. To make the 
stirrings of deep emotions the basis for a sympathetic 
understanding of other persons; to group them about 
worthy ideas and persons, thus creating sentiments; and 
to make desired responses habitual till right attitudes 
become characteristic -- these things the use of the 
curriculum of Religious Education seeks to accomplish. The 


elose connection between manners and morals, the importance 
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of disposition and tastes in developing character, point 
the way to concrete means which may offer help. Ina 
group of adolescents personal habits, social technique, 
conventions, courtesy, good taste, kindliness, a cheerful 
disposition, can me made fruitful subjects of thought and 
discussion, always on the level of Christian consideration 
and mutual sympathy and result in practical daily living. 

The social grouping of the public school gives to 
the religious educator wiits having community of interest 
and experience. These simplify the grading of his curri- 
culum and should influence its subject matter more vitally 
than it does. By a more active interest and co-operation 
between teachers in public and religious education schools, 
a higher efficiency could be reached and mutual service 
rendered. In the development of its curriculum by the 
project method through a series of social experiments, the 
public school has pointed the way for religious education. 
Not till we cease to teach religion as a body of knowledge 
to be learned and begin to present it as a growing experi- 
ment in social living, can we hope to approach our problem 
with the insight and power of public school educators. let 
us then strive for a better understanding and co-cperation 
between all those who are formulating the various curricula 
for the purpose-of aiding youth to enter more fully into their 
race heritage and to lear the difficult art of living to-~ 


gether in a harmonious and democratic society. 
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The recreational activities of youth exert a 
formative influence on their developing life. We shall 
therefore be wise to evaluate the work which is being done 
by agencies having their interest centered on this side 
of the problem. From the standpoint of the religious 
educator these agencies make four distinct contributions 
by their emphasis on health, the development of skills, 
the creation of a spirit of co-operation, and group loy- 
alty. The clear recognition of the worth of these and 
the working of them into controlling motives becomes part 
of our duty. Youth must be taught to regard their bodies 
as “temples of God" and any desecration of them as sin, 
personal, social, religious. Through the effort expended 
to acquire athletic prowess, the habit can be cultivated 
of steadiness and persistence, so vital to the realiza- 
tion of Christian ideals and purposes. A reoognition of 
the value of thorough training in order to render efficient 
service is another contribution. With the natural impat- 
ience of youth to get to work at once, this is an important 
lesson to be learned and the religious educator and the 
athletic director join in an effort to teach it. Co- 
operative games and loyalty to the group foster a spirit 
which needs to be broadened to one of Christian fellowship. 
Partisanship, bitterness toward opponents, and the desire 
to win at any eost must be corrected by a sympathetic and 
altruistic attitude toward all contestants. To promote 
group unity and yet have sufficient interpenetration of 
group with group to create a feeling of social solidarity 
and fellowship is a vital and importent concern of religious 


education. 
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The four-fold program of the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 
for the boys and girls of this period worked out in the Hi-Y 
Clubs and the Girl Reserve Movement can only be given mention 
and a tribute to the ability displayed in holding the loyalty 
of youth and directing their energies into worthy channels. 
Religious education should accord more generous recognition 
to the efforts of these organizations and their work be made 
@® more co-ordinate part of the whole movement. 

-Clubs, literary societies, secret organizations of 
various sorts assume an important place in the life of the 
young adolescent. These need careful evaluation, for they 
are fraught with grave dangers for the suggestible youth, 
though their universality is evidence of a demand of the 
youth which is not finding adequate satisfaction elsewhere. 
The solution of the difficulty consists in so motivating 
and guiding the self-constituted group through its leader- 
ship that its purposes may be kept noble, its aims 
Christian. As in all contacts with youth, especially at 
this time, the element of personal influence is the con- 
trolling one. If the Club hes an adult advisor of strong 
Christian character and wise, sympathetic, tactful person- 
ality, then the organization may be of real significance 
in the religious development of youth. It is a great 
advantage to secure the church affiliation of such groups, 
if they have arisen outside, and to link their activities 
to the church's educational program. This should normally 
include such purposive, self-directing, self-expressive 
organizations as meet the clear need of youth to make 


their owm social experiments. 


ye 
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The week-day schools of religious education are a 
comparatively recent development, attempting to supply 
the evident lack of moral and religious training in the 
lives of our American youth. Without the ideals and pur- 
poses of religion, it has become obvious that democracy 
will be a very doubtful experiment. That the Sunday 


Schools are not equal to the present emergency is evident, 


but these week-day schools, though at present in the ex- 
perimental stage, bid fair to offer the best solution of 
the difficulty yet presented. However, their effort is 
primarily to reach the children in the elementary grades, 
and thus far little has been done for the high school 
youth whose needs are here considered. As the movement 


progresses, it is to be hoped that some means will be 


found for ministering to these needs. The community 
support and interest which these schools elicit, the fact 
that they are the meeting ground of the denominations, 
seeking for points of wnity instead of difference, and 

that they present a better opportunity for a co-ordination 
between the curricula of the public and religious education 
schools, are some of their advantages. 

It is to the Church schools that one has to look at 
present, however, as the chief means for securing the 
religious education of our youth. These schools represent 
the church, exercising its educational function,and all 
honor should be given them for what has been accomplished 
in the face of tremendous odds. However, at present they 


are mainly organized and the curriculum graded on the basis 
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of knowledge to be conveyed rather than of distinct needs 

of the pupil to be met. The painful lack of adolescents 

in these church schools, after parental pressure ceases to 
make their physical presence a necessity, is a witness to 
their failure in this respect. It igs because of an increas- 
ing sense of the futility of trying to meet the issue in any 
way other than by a complete realuation and organization 
from the standpoint of youth itself that this paper is 
written. As Professor Betts declares, "The chureh school 


should be a school of religion rather than a school of 
Bible",+ and again, "The curriculum must be graded on the 
basis of genetic psychology; that is, on the basis of the 
child's life, not on the basis of any body of subject 
matter".” To secure the adequate working of such a 
curriculum the school needs to have much better standardi- 
zation, on the basis just outlined, more efficient, well- 
trained teachers, more thorough and intelligent management, 
and above all and dominating all, individually and 
collectively, a deeper consecration to the sacred mission 


it is called. to fulfill. 


Methods Essential to the Success of the Curriculun. 
The most careful gelection and arrangement of 
subject matter according to the principles recognized 
will fall wide of the mark of providing an efficient 
curriculum for religious education unless the methods 
by which it is to be mediated to the pupil are brought 


1. The Curriculum of Religious Education, p,14. . 
Ze itbid., p. 8. 
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to the same test. "Full education", says Professor Dewey, 
"somes only when there is a responsible share on the part 
of each person, in proportion to capacity; in shaping the 
aims and policies of the social groups to which he belongs." 
For religious education, this mutual sharing 4 especially 
imperative. The material presented must be rich, colorful, 
suggestive, in its appeal to the outstanding desires and 
interests of the girls and boys. The teacher's guidance, 
made valuable through a thorough knowledge of the pupils , 
the subject matter available, and the purposes to be 
realized, must be so sympathetic and tactful that a careful 
consideration of all the possibilities shall be gained, a 
vital interest in the project stimulated, without any 
hindering of the free will of the group. But when the 
problem has been viewed from all sides, the final judgment 
and choice rests with the group. In the working out of 
that decision the teacher is to be as helpful as possible. 
It is evident, then, that sa curriculum of religious educa- 
tion must allow for an elective system in the department 
devoted to the interests of the high school group. All 
wealth of material along the lines already outlined should 
be collected, combined, and presented in attractive form, 
and from these available resources each group should make 
its own selection. This may sound impossible, but many 
times when trusted and encouraged, the creative mind of 

@ group of adolescents has proved itself worthy of the 


confidence and responsibility accorded it. 


1. Reconstruction in Philosophy, pe 209. 
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Even when freely elected a course of study to be 
really successful demands a wide range of adaptation. The 
teacher needa to understand intimately the pupils who are 
to be helped by it. To be effective every lesson must be 
prepared with the group by which it is to be worked out, 
kept visualized in the imagination, and the purposes it 
aims to serve evoked in personal reactions. MThig is basic, 
if the mediation of material through the personality of 
the teacher and his friendly suggestions are to really 
minister to the class. The subject matter must permit of 
being broken up into divisions varying in length and con- 
tent to suit different conditions. A certain group will 
want to linger over special details, to discover all the 
suggestions bearing on a practical problem, to discuss 
further the implications of a principle involved in one 
section, while another, slipping lightly over this part of 
the work, will focus its attention on another. This method 
the present arrangement of material in quarterlies with 
their weekly assignments which the system demands shall be 
met and mastered promptly, makes practically impossible. 
It is to be hoped that text-books regarding more fully 
the pupils’ diversity of interests, tastes, and training 
will soon be forthcoming. 

A definite project is then to be freely entered 
upon by the Ey for the success of which each member 
must be ready to make his contribution. Says Miss Follett, 

“ie do not get the full power of the group wnless every 


individual is given full value, is giving full value." 


1. The New State, pe. 342. 
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Thus in entering upon this project one of the first 
essentials is to secure the full recognition of each 
individual of the aims sought by it, to arouse a gense 
of personal responsibility for it, and to give ample 
opportunity for each one to take his part in it. To 
be truly a Christian project, the one chosen must be a 
minor project of the all-inclusive Kingdom of God. That 
our minds may be clear as to just what is meant by the 
Kingdom of God, the comprehensive definition given by 
Professor J. W. Buckham is quoted. "The Kingdom of God 
is humanity so motived and so organized that all its 
ideals and activities, including home, government, in- 
dustry, education, art, literature, society shall be 
permeated with the spirit of Christ, so that each in- 
dividual has opportunity and help to realize his best 
self." This is the stupendous task left by Jesus to his 
followers. Only as the minor projects undertaken by our 
girls and boys are truly parts of this greater one, have 
they a place in a curriculum of religious education. It 
is not enough that the leaders appreciate the significance 
of this, the pupils themselves must be conscious of what 
they are doing and enter whole-heartedly into the task. 
The aim must not only be understood but formlated so 
that definiteness may accompany each step of the process 
by which progress is sought. Each of these steps must be 
subject to careful study by the group and no advance made 
save on altasis of accurate knowledge. This caution is 


necessary since adolescents dearly love to argue and 
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discuss, and opinions will be advanced having no founda- 
tion in fact or experience unless tests are being constant-— 
ly applied and results carefully checked up. The delibera- 
tive action of the group is trustworthy, but individuel 


preferences and opinions need to be balanced and harmonized 
by those of the others. The mind of youth is bristling 


with questions, doubts concerning everything in heaven and 
earth assail him, his criticigms are as cruel ag they are 
crude, yet these are clearing the ground for a foundation 

on which to erect the stately mansion of his soul. Therefore 
patience, sympathy, humor, trust, and love are needed to 
guide these searchers after truth, these appraisers of 
world-old values, these architects and builders of char- 
acter, to discover with the least possible loss of time the 
sources of power, the structural material, and the plans 

and specifications which are their rightful heritage. 

For this purpose leadership is entrusted to the 
teacher that from within the group he may offer the fruits 
of his wider experience and deeper Imowledge. The personal- 
ity of the teacher is of supreme importance. Unless he is 
really one with the pupils, all the best materials and 
finest methods will fail. The wise teacher will not give 
advice unsolicited but will make the pupils feel his 
interest and love, his understanding and sympathy with 
their problems so that their spontaneous requests will 


give him ample opportunity. To interpret the group to 
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itself is another duty of the teacher. Struggling for 
self-realization ana self-expression, yet unable to under- 
stand the new self with whom he is so unacquainted, the 
youth feels deep gratitude if another will express rightly 
and clearly the thoughts and feelings which oppress him. 
But in this there is a danger of suggesting doubts and 
questions not yet present. Be sure the diagnosis is 
complete before prescription is made. Also deal with in- 
dividual difficulties separately. The class session 
requires the functioning of the group mind, the creation 
of values through the mutual contributions of all. Differ- 
ences should be recognized, respected, and harmonized. If 
after due deliberation the group decides upon a mistaken 
course of action, avoid interference; let the lesson be 
learned. Says Professor Dewey, "The great thing is not to 
avoid mistakes but to have them take place under conditions 
such that they can be utilized to increase intelligence in 
the future."1 thus utilize mistakes as well ag successes 
ag a means of growth is one task of a teacher of adolescents. 

The aim of the group having been stated, its material 
selected, its method decided upon as one of group participa-— 
tion, the next requirement is to supply sufficient dynamic 
power to carry through. This is found in the strong enthu- 
siasm, serious purposes, and high ideals which are typical 


of youth at this period. The youth needs to be taken 


1. Reconstruction in Philosophy, p. 208. 


6458 
- 

-Bo 
—= iF sa 


~38= 
seriously even though the problems with which he ig at 
present grappling may be soon outgrown. Keep the demand 
for perfection, which makes him so painfully critical of 
everybody and everything, inwrought in his ideals and so 
save the wreck of disillusionment. Another help to this 
end is the making of purposes, not achievement, the stand- 
ard of judgment. "No individual and no group will be judged 
by whether they come up to or fall short of some fixed 
result but by the direction in which they are moving "> 
is Professor Dewey's encouraging dictum. Stages of pro- 
gress need to be clearly marked, however, and the results 
of teaching must be objective. Subjective analysis at this 
period of youth is particularly unfortunate. He needs to be 
absorbed in the work to be done, not in thinking about | 


himself, but that work must be worth doing, No task in- 


vented for the purpose of giving him exercise will long 
suffice. Therefore the pupils need continually to test 
their work by their stated aims, to recognize progress, 
and to feel the satisfaction of accomplishment. Personal 
effort should always be accorded the social approbation 
which is the most potent incentive to its continuance. 
"Moral progress", writes Professor Kirkpatrick, 
"is measured, not only by increase in the number of right 
acta, but by increased tendency to perform acts from 
higher motives ."° Youth is essentially the time for 


1. Reconstruction in Philosophy, p- 176. 
©. Fundamentals of Child Study, pe 209. 
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the formation of ideals, the developing of attitudes which 
will control action. It is by raising these motives to 
higher and higher levels that character is improved. The 
testing of ideals, sentiments, and purposes to discover 
their relation to the Kingdom of God will help the girls 
and boys to keep themselves true to the ultimate aim 


of all religious education. 


fests and Standards for Judging the Value of the Curriculum. 
We come now to an evaluation of a curriculum built. 
according to our recognized principles and using the 
materials and methods suggested. What results should we 
expect to see in the lives of our girls and boys if their 
needs have been met as we have aimed to do? First, their 
self-organization should be Christo-centric, finding its 
complete unity in devotion to Jesus Christ. Habits of 
right choosing should have been cultivated by steady prac- 
tice in deliberation, judgment, choice, action, and weigh- 
ing the resulting satisfaction or dissatisfaction. Sym- 
pathetic and altruistic attitudes should increasingly 
dominate all their relations. Their conduct should also 
reveal steady growth in Christian ideals and purposes. 
Youth's outlook on the world should also show the 
result of consistent Christian training. The family, the 
primary unit of the social order, should be recognized as 


the source of their richest blessing, the sphere of their 


finest service. The neighborhood with its democratic 


of 
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grouping, offers a wonderful opportunity for the practice 
of toleration, for the mutual adjustment of those individual 
aifferences which are the foundation of democracy. Unless 
the principles of group life have been learned well enough 
to function in all inter-related groups, our aim has not 
been realized. Then institutions have come in for evalua- 
tion. The youth has been “encouraged to inquire, investigate, 
oriticize, sift, and make discoveries for himself."+ From 
this process there should come a truer sense of the indivi- 
dual's debt to and responsibility for the inter-related 
groups of which he is a member. "Our new motto must be, 
Live in such a manner that fulness of life may come to all."” 
Christian patriotism on the basis of common ideals and 
purpose, and tasks should also result from our teaching. 
Finally devotion to the Kingdom of God should mean working 
toward an all-embracing brotherhood, an infinite number of 
selves who know themselves in reality one Self. 

Our curriculum is to be judged again by the contribu- 
tion it makes to the personal adjustment of each individual 
in a God-ruled universe. He must realize that his neighbor 
is in effect himself in another body; that his own unity 
is really achieved by service to his many selves. Both 
through their common purposes and through their common 
heritage, youth should be led to appreciate their relation 
to the universe. This heritage should be recognized 
freely, accepted gratefully, and the responsibility it 


entails faced in a spirit of consecration. Not only by 


1. Tracy, Psychology of Adolescence, p. 209. 
2. Follett, The New State, pe 3dd-~ 
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its heritage from the past, through its purposesfor the 
future, but in the work of the present should youth find a 
common bond linking themselves together and to God. The 
joy of being laborers together with God, of joining with 
Him to create a new heaven and a new earth is the right of 
youth as citizens of the Kingdom. The highest and finest 
result of our religious education is reached as the youth 
becomes fully conscious of his fellowship with God and man, 
learning to love God because of the love of His children. 
"The supreme test of the religious life here", says 
Professor Cope, "is the ability to live among men as 
brothers and to cause the conditions of the divine family 
to be realized on earth." 

"Self ig the only prison that can ever bind the soul, 


And Love is the only Angel that can bid the gates wmroll". 


An Evaluation of Existing Materials. 

How are our requirements for a curriculum for adoles- 
cents of high school age met by the material already existing? 
Professor Betts makes this statement, "There is not to-day 
available a standardized and satisfactory curriculum of 
religious education even for our Sunday schools. For the 
week-day church schools which are rapidly springing up and 
which are frantically calling for material, we have practically 
no organized curriculum ready to offer. . .. . We are just 


beginning on the problem. A curriculum cannot be created 
out of hand. No matter how thorough the scholarship nor 


1. Religious Education in the Family, p. 83. 
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how perfect the educational theory employed, each individual 
text, even each individual lesson mst be tested and retested 
in actual classroom use before we shall dare to pass judg- 


ment upon it."- Meantime our girls and boys are facing the 
issues of life with no clear understanding of themselves, 


their world or their personal relations. Says Miss Follett, 
"Go to clubs, go to dances, go to theatres, or moving 
pictures and the mass of our young people look more or less 
bored. Play as useless idling does not give us joy. 
Work as drudgery does not give us joy. Only creating 
gives us joy." And this is the task of religious educa- 
tion to teach our girls and boys to find themselves by wmit- 
ing with others and with God to create the divine family, the 
Kingdom of God. 

There is hope in the thoroughness with which the 
Social viewpoint is finding acceptance in educational theory. 
The purpose of religious education is to function vitally 
in helping youth to meet their problems. Its emphasis is on 
religion as a way of life to be experienced, not as a doctrine 
to be learned. As soon as the idea of the curriculum as a 
means for satisfying the needs of growing life instead of as 
a body of knowledge to be grafted onto, gains credence, we 
shall find the pupils themselves developing their ecurriculun, 
using the abundant resources placed at their disposal. 

The fine doholarly work done by the writers of the 
various Graded Lesson Series provides a wealth of material 


which should certainly be utilized. It is not the contents 


1. Monograph on The Curriculum of Religious Education, p. 10. 
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of the lessons but the principle of their organization, and 
imposing them on unwilling pupils which we deplore. The 
concrete interests and desires of the pupils are the nucleus 
from which a vital curriculum must grow. That growth must 
be natural and not artificial. The same food may be offered 
to a hungry man and to one with no desire to eat. The value 
of the food in calories will not fix the results, the 
appropriation by the individual to satisfy his need is the 
important thing. Once this position is consistently main- 
tained, we shall have recourse to all the texts from the 
various series which furnish aid in the solution of our 
problem. The current number of the Church School Magazine 
(April, 1923) contains an article by Professor Cope entitled, 
"A Teacher Tries a New Method, and gives the young people 
themselves a large share of the responsibility for the planning 
and conducting of their classes." This is a concrete example 
of the working out of the principles advocated in this paper. 
A text entitled "How Jesus Met Life Questions" by Harrison 
Se Elliott published by the Association Press in 1921, also 
presents according to the methods advocated material of 
practical value. Each chapter offers a problem with sugges- 
tive references to aid in its solution on the basis of 
Jesus’ teaching. The questions, stimulating in form and 
content, are admirably worded. The following chapter 
headings, "What Do the People of the World Want?", "What 
Should We Choose?" "How Can We Help the Need of the Worla?" 
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give an idea of the trend of the discussions. In the hands of 
a competent teacher this ought to prove a satisfactory guide 
in a discussion group of adolescent boys. Manuals of a like 
nature meeting other needs of this period are to be sought. 
They must be ne pated in a laboratory and subjected to the 
tests and criticisms of the pupils. It is a task which 
awaits those with the genius to know, understand, love, and 
interpret youth, and with the vision and desire to lead them 


to self realization and devotion to the Kingdom of God. 


Conclusion. 

We do not need to stress the challenge which is offered 
by youth as it stands thus at the gateway of life. Potential- 
ities require but a touch to quicken into new life, choices are 
being faced. The far-reaching consequences of the set given 
to the whole life in these plastic years call for the best 
that society has to give. The demand is imperative for 
trained, sympathetic leadership. The deepest influence is 
exerted not by the one who himself does great deeds so much 
as by the one who inspires the youth with confidence to be and 
to do. To be such a teacher is a high privilege. 

"And what delights can equal those 
That stir the spirit's inner deeps, 
When one that loves and knows not 


Reaps a truth from one that loves and knows". 
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